
NRCS: Natural Resources

Conservation Service,

the primary federal agency that

helps plan and implement

conservation practices that

address natural resource

concerns or opportunities to help

save energy, improve soil, water,

plant, air, animal and related

resources on agricultural lands.

Liz Camps
District Conservationist

NRCS High Tunnels
and More



Gothic Style
2,880 sqft. max
0-5% slope
6ft minimum peak of structure
15 -25ft on all sides and ends
6 mil plastic, UV resistance
12-14 gauge end post (depends on manufacture’s recommendations)
Crops on natural soil profile only

High tunnels as aconservation practiceStep 1: site visitStep 2: what resourceconcerns (erosion, etc.)can be addressed?Step 3: choosing thebest high tunnel

Site Considerations
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•

Best for snow!

basically 30'x96'

Plastic should last at least 4 years

no benches, raised beds ok!

Link to High Tunnel System Conservation Practice Standard, also on next slide!

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/api/CPSFile/4031/325_NY_CPS_High_Tunnel_System_2017


Every conservation
practice (there are

over 200!) has a
"standard" like this

one. It lays out all the
requirements to meet

the practice. 



For 3-season
high tunnels,
you have to

remove plastic
in winter

3 Season HT

Quonset style high
tunnel



3 Season HT



4 Season HT –snow load

Gothic style high
tunnel (best for NY)



Another
conservation

practice!  

Cover Crops



Irrigation

And another
conservation

practice! 



NRCS will 
cost-share for

these conservation
practices at these

ratesNRCS Funding (AMA & EQIP)
AMA: Agricultural Management Assistance

EQIP: Environmental Quality Incentive Program

HU: Historically Underserved
Payment rates are higher for farmers who are BIPOC, veteran,

limited income, or beginning farmers (less than 10 years)



•NRCS Application –CPA-1200
•Customer Data Worksheet AD-2047 
•Members information CCC-901/902 
•Average Adjusted Gross Income CCC-941
•

•Highly Erodible Land Conservation & Wetland Conservation 
Certification (HELC) AD-1026
•Landowner Concurrence Form CPA-1247
•Direct Deposit Form SF1199A

For non-for-profits https://www.guidestar.org/

Link to Service Center Agencies eForms

NRCS & FSA Eligibility 

FSA: Farm Service Agency,
processes all eligibility

paperwork

Businesses that make
over $900k not eligible

https://www.guidestar.org/


NRCS-
Long Island

and NYC

•Liz Camps, District Conservationist
631-740-3405
liz.camps@usda.gov

•Joanna Pontino, Program Technician 
631-740-3397
joanna.pontino@usda.gov

Contact 

FSA

mailto:liz.camps@usda.gov
mailto:joanna.pontino@usda.gov


Non-Discrimination Statement
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers. If you believe you 
experienced discrimination when obtaining services from USDA, participating in a USDA program, or 
participating in a program that receives financial assistance from USDA, you may file a complaint with USDA. 
Information about how to file a discrimination complaint is available from the Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Civil Rights.
USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis ofrace, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part 
of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.)
To file a complaint of discrimination, complete, sign and mail a program discrimination complaint form, 
available at any USDA office location or online at www.ascr.usda.gov, or write to:
USDA Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
Or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 (voice) to obtain additional information, the appropriate office or to request 
documents. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through 
the Federal Relay service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer and lender.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).


